‘Maths Talk’ and discussion encourage children to develop their use and understanding of mathematical vocabulary.
· Learning and using correct mathematical words and phrases is an essential part of making progress in learning mathematics.

· Mathematical language is universal and precise. 

· Children need to learn the correct mathematical vocabulary and the concepts associated with them to make sense of the mathematics they learn. 
Lack of understanding the correct mathematical vocabulary can affect children’s learning as they:

1. may not be able to follow instructions and may not understand explanations eg. add , + , subtract , - , Zero, 0
2. may get confused about the meanings of some words with ‘everyday’ words and phrases. eg. take away , odd numbers, table, difference 

3. are likely to respond to questions incorrectly

4. find it difficult to develop mathematical thinking 

5. may find it difficult to make conceptual links ( blobs and links).
Remember that some children start school knowing some mathematical words, but may not fully understand their use. There could be others who have not acquired any mathematical vocabulary as they have not had the opportunities (EAL, or where there is very little talk of any kind at home). 

Regular discussions of mathematical words (glossary) help children to personalise them into their conceptual framework. 
How 

With older children, keeping an on-going personal glossary helps. With younger children, you may want to select a specific word or symbol for the week, discuss it in whole or small groups. Ask children to contribute during discussions (you may need to record these, recordings can be in pictorial representations) and/or by adding to a wall display of particular words. Let children take the ideas home and parents may join in. 
Examples from classrooms from children.

Zero (0) had the following descriptions: nothing, when your purse is empty, a hole with nothing in it. When you have no pocket money left


Add (+) plus, makes it more, if you have  half a chocolate and you want to make it a whole one go and get the other half from your friend (picture) 
Subtract (-) looks like a cut and someone has taken some away, take away (not Chinese take away), picture of a sad face.       
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