Enhancing Mathematical Learning through Talk: Guidance for Personal Journals 

Purpose

The overall purpose of the Personal Journal is for you to record the unfolding story of your professional development throughout the Enhancing Mathematical Learning Through Talk project. The Personal Journal provides a forum for you to reflect on any issues that arise for you from the CPD sessions, the related ‘tasks’ in between sessions, ideas that you have tried out in the classroom, or from discussions amongst your school staff or during the smaller hub meetings. 

Format

The Personal Journal can be handwritten in the hardcopy journals that Valsa and Davina will post to you. Alternatively, you may wish to use your laptop/pc to make your journal entries which is fine as long as you are able to provide us with a hard copy as part of the project’s data/evidence. We will let you know in advance when it would be helpful for us to have sight of your journal.

Links to the ‘Framework for Journal Reflections’

The Enhancing Mathematical Learning Through Talk project has several equally important strands:  maths subject knowledge, the role of talk in conceptual development, and parental involvement. And so, in order to manage thinking about and reflecting upon each element we have sub-divided each element into manageable ‘chunks’ and constructed the ‘Framework for Journal Reflections & CPD Conversation. The Framework also provides a structure for planning the CPD days and makes sure that we address all of the necessary elements linked to our project.

The Framework has three elements under Subject Knowledge:

· Baseline (maths at your own level, attitudes, beliefs and so on)

· Maths Curriculum (curriculum requirements, understanding of progression and so on)

· Teaching Maths  (pedagogy) (representing maths, choosing activities, teacher-pupil 

                                                            talk and so on)

and three elements under Professional Knowledge:

· Teaching and Learning Maths (activities that have different purposes, learning at KS1 

                                                               and so on)

· KS1 Learning Community (classroom organisation, relationships, ethos and so on)

· Research and Theory ( what does the research say?)

  The elements have been colour coded (see dots on your version) for ease of reference.

And so, the Personal Journal Entries (at last!)…. 

· Identify an issue or idea or something that has given you pause for thought

· Think about how that issue/idea ‘fits’ with one (or more) of the hexagons on the Framework for Reflection

· Briefly describe the issue/idea (the ‘what’)

· Ponder (reflect upon) why the issue/idea has caught your attention (the ‘why’ and ‘what’s interesting about this is’….)

· Consider whether you will try something differently as a result of your reflection (the ‘impact/ implication’ or ‘now what?’

NB Some journal entries will be much longer than others. Entries need to be manageable and a pleasure to do (not a chore!) Some may record something that a child or colleague has said that has caught your attention. Some may say, ‘I’d like to take time to really research this further’. Most entries will follow a pattern of:

                                         What?
                                         Hmm why’s that? and that’s interesting

                                         Now what?

Remember that the entries to your Personal Journal will follow your own experiences and professional development interests and so each journal will be unique. 

  The Tasks

We have designed the follow up tasks from each CPD session to help focus attention on selected elements from the Framework for Reflection and over time we will explore them all. However, if some elements feature more strongly than others in your reflections then that’s great for us as it helps to give a picture of the most important issues – so go with the flow of what’s important for you to reflect on.
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Subject Knowledge:


Maths Curriculum 





Curriculum requirements - NC


Connections- in maths and applying maths across the curriculum


Progression- concepts & skills


Misconceptions 








Subject Knowledge:


Teaching Maths (pedagogy)





Representing maths Interactions – teacher-pupil, pupil-pupil


Responding to KS1 pupils 





Professional Knowledge: Teaching & Learning Maths





Activities that ‘work’: instructional, practice, spontaneous


Establishing good work habits


KS1 learners
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Maths Baseline





Beliefs, attitudes, enthusiasm


Confidence


Academic qualifications


Gaps








Professional Knowledge:


Research and Theory





Vygotsky          Haylock


Alexander        Rowlands et al


Mercer            Askew et al


Edwards         Gifford


Myhill              Others
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KS 1 Learning Community





Organisation


Climate 


Relationships


Ground rules











