Enhancing mathematical Learning through Talk : Involving Parents (Families) in Talk Maths Talk
                                                                       Quick Reference Checklist 
A.  Organisational considerations
	                          Points to consider          
	                               Planning notes

	· Scope of the workshop (what’s the main aim?) mostly information sharing or interactive? Only for parents (adults) or for parents and children together? Or mix and match? Or just for mums? Just for dads? Whole school or Year group specific?
	

	· How often? Termly, half-termly, weekly series 3, 5, 8, 10
· How long? 1 to 1.5 hours depending on refreshment break. Time for parents to ask questions once the workshop has finished…?
	

	· Day and time? When will most parents or focus group be able to attend? During school, after school, evening, Saturday?
	

	· Venue? Needs to be easily accessible for parents and available before and after event to allow setting up and clearing away time. Is space comfortable for adults? Hall space, community/parents’ room…layout of room?
	

	· AV equipment Is data projector/IWB or access to internet needed? Is it reliable? Flipcharts? Display boards? DVD playback…
	

	· Crêche facilities? Necessary for younger siblings according to timing of workshops? Who will supervise and organise activities and where?
	

	· Refreshments? When and what kind? Can small number of parents organise?
	

	· Budget for materials, resources, refreshments

	


B.  Planning the agenda – be selective!
	· Staffing school staff (two) or external speaker? Roles and responsibilities? School staff need protected time for planning and delivery.
	

	· Key messages about the Maths focus e.g. broad sweep or specific focus? School priority or parents’ request? One focus across a series of workshops or a series of workshops covering several topics? Progression in understanding of topic across year groups or how one year group covers the topic via different representations? 
· Reasoning, fluency, problem solving

· Good work habits : systematic, looking for patterns, looking for different ways to tackle a problem, asking ‘what if?’ persisting with challenges
· Talking maths talk – particular vocabulary? phrases? questions? for parents to use with their children
	

	· Key messages for the role of parents e.g. ‘playful practice’, encouraging children to reason and explain their thinking, sharing their own thinking with children…
	

	· Essential resources
· Resources for parents to take away
	

	· Displays e.g. examples of children’s work, books for parents, loop PowerPoint with photos of children in maths lessons…
	


C. Communication with parents – whose responsibility?
	· Initial questionnaire 
	

	· Invitation letter and collation of replies
	

	· Ongoing feedback process – post-its, postcards or feedback sheet or book or ‘class’ book
	

	· Evaluation questionnaire after final session
	


D.  Ongoing considerations for monitoring
· Increased communication between home and school generally and also maths specific

· Enhanced parental involvement in school matters generally
· Parents more confident to support children with maths at home (including with homework)

· New ideas and suggestions from parents
· Children engage differently in maths lessons:
· More confident to ‘have a go’ 

· More enthusiastic about maths lessons

· Share their thinking more readily
· Have greater facility with particular facts, skills and concepts

· Increased use of mathematical vocabulary.

 Books/websites for parents and maths
Key Words Numeracy (2nd edition) www.niace.org.uk  ISBN 978-1-86201-701-6
What’s maths all about? (2012) www.usborne.com   ISBN 978-1-4095-9521-2
Maths for Mums and Dads (2010) www.vintage-books.co.uk   ISBN 978-0-224-08635-6
Usborne also provide links to helpful websites about maths via www.usborne.com/quicklinks  type in keywords what is maths
There is also an ‘Advice for Parents, Helping Children with Maths’ section on Jo Boaler website http://joboaler.com
