Shady Circles

On the first block of circles, shade in every third
circle starting from the second, counting left to right,
row by row.

What did you find happened as you were shading the
circles....?

On the second block of circles, shade in every third
circle starting from the second but this time counting
from left to right in the first row, then right to left in
the second and so on (weaving your way down the rows).

Look out for when your brain moves from counting to
having confidence in the pattern..

On the third block, devise your own rule for shading
the circles and give it to someone else to try! Does a
pattern develop?

This is an exercise for adults but we can give children lots of different
experiences with patterns to help them to develop;
v’ a sense of pattern
v confidence in identifying patterns
v logical thinking or reasoning
v' an understanding of how pattern can help them in calculating with
numbers
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